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Back to the Basics

Discipleship

Grace: Prevenient, Justifying, Sanctifying

Disciple of Jesus: | am with Him to learn from Him how to be like Him.

A disciple is an apprentice: one who has decided to be with another person, under appropriate
conditions, in order to become capable of doing what that person does or to become what that person
is.

Luke 9:23-24 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily
and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will
save it.”

John 13:34-35 “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

No wonder discipleship is tough and we avoid it. Change is involved. We want to be cared for but don’t
ask me to change.

People shepherded but not discipled. To shepherd is to care for someone’s needs but discipling is
preparing to fulfill Great Commission; together spiritual growth

Matthew 7:21-23 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’

Matthew 7:24-27 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26
But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man
who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

“It is a major transition in life to recognize who has taught us, mastered us, and then to evaluate the
results in us of their teaching. This is a harrowing task and sometimes we just can’t face it. But it can
also open the door to choose other masters, possibly better masters, and the one Master above all.”
Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy

Ephesians 5:2 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 2 Live a
life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for
us, a pleasing aroma to God.



