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MESSAGE NOTES - JUNE 21st, 2026 

(FATHER ABRAHAM pt. 5)

Faith isn’t a straight line of perfect performance; it’s a messy journey of relying entirely
on God’s grace.
 
God changes our identity by His grace, and we are called to mark ourselves through
holy living.

1. God’s Initiating Grace Rewrites Our Identity (“As for me”)  

Genesis 17:1–8 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, 
“I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my 
covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell 
facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the 
father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, 
for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations 
of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant 
between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your 
God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now 
reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants 
after you; and I will be their God.”

El Shaddai

“As for me, this is my covenant.”

Our identity rewritten by grace isn’t just a mental concept; it requires a shift in how we live.

2. Our Faith-Filled Response Requires Outward Cooperation (“As for you”)

Genesis 17:9–16 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you 
and your descendants after you for the generations to come. 10 This is my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall 
be circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and you. 12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight 



days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money 
from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or 
bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an 
everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, 
will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 15 God also said to Abraham, 
“As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will 
bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother 
of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

“As for you, you must keep my covenant.”

Romans 2:25-29 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, 
you have become as though you had not been circumcised. 26 So then, if those who are not 
circumcised keep the law’s requirements, will they not be regarded as though they were 
circumcised? 27 The one who is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will 
condemn you who, even though you have the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. 
28 A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and 
physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other 
people, but from God.

Colossians 2:11-12 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed
by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by 
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

When we embrace this deep work of grace, it changes not only our daily habits but how
we respond to God’s promises.

3. True Holiness Moves from Questions to Immediate Action (“On that very day”)

Genesis 17:17-27 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be 
born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!” 19 Then God said, 
“Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 And as for 
Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly 
increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great 
nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this 
time next year.” 22 When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.
23 On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household
or bought with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God
told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and his
son Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on



that very day. 27 And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born in his
household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.

“On that very day…”

What area of your heart must be circumcised? What “as for you” have you ignored or
said “no” to?

“As for me” “As for you.” “On that very day” in relation to John 3:16 God Has changed your 
identity by His grace through his Son Jesus; you are called to mark yourself as His.


