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MESSAGE NOTES - MARCH 22nd, 2026

Called to the Cross (pt. 5)

If you were to make a time chart of your typical day, who/what would be at the center of your day?

We find ourselves being pulled in so many directions which might cause us to not feel God’s
presence. Without God at the forefront, it wouldn’t be difficult for us to become subordinate
to the things we think will save us.

Exodus 31:18 “He gave him the two tablets of the covenant law, the tablets of stone
inscribed by the finger of God.”

Exodus 32:1-10 When the people saw how long it was taking Moses to come back down the mountain,
they gathered around Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us some gods who can lead us. We don’t know
what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land of Egypt.” 2 So Aaron said,

“Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and daughters, and bring them to me.”

3 All the people took the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 Then Aaron took the gold,
melted it down, and molded it into the shape of a calf. When the people saw it, they exclaimed, “O Israel,
these are the gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 5 Aaron saw how excited the people were,
so he built an altar in front of the calf. Then he announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the Lord!”

6 The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offerings. After this,

they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry. 7 The Lord told Moses,
“Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought from the land of Egypt have corrupted
themselves. 8 How quickly they have turned away from the way | commanded them to live! They have
melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down and sacrificed to it. They are saying,
‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.”” 9 Then the Lord said,

“I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are. 10 Now leave me alone so my fierce anger
can blaze against them, and | will destroy them. Then | will make you, Moses, into a great nation.”

Exodus 20:5 “You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous God”

James 4:4-5 “You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God?
| say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God. 5 Do you think
the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is passionate that the spirit he has placed within us
should be faithful to him.

Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”

Exodus 32:11-14 But Moses tried to pacify the Lord his God. “O Lord!” he said. “Why are you so angry
with your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such great power and such a strong
hand? 12 Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God rescued them with the evil intention of slaughtering them in
the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’? Turn away from your fierce anger. Change your
mind about this terrible disaster you have threatened against your people! 13 Remember your servants
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You bound yourself with an oath to them, saying, ‘I will make your descendants
as numerous as the stars of heaven. And | will give them all of this land that | have promised to your
descendants, and they will possess it forever.”” 14 So the Lord changed his mind about the terrible disaster
he had threatened to bring on his people.



We find ourselves being pulled in so many directions which might cause us to not feel God’s
presence. Without God at the forefront, it wouldn’t be difficult for us to become subordinate
to the things we think will save us.

Hebrews 9:13-15 13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer could
cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the
eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15 That is why he is the one
who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are called can receive the eternal
inheritance God has promised them.

For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that
first covenant.

Who/what is at the center of your day and life?
How might our actions mirror the Israelites?

How is God calling out to you?



